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Green Bay Animal Rescue





In a perfect world, every puppy or kitten would find a great home and stay in that same home for their entire lives.  Sadly, the reality is that only a very small percentage of animals are that lucky.  As a rescue, we help as many animals as we can – but our resources are limited.  However, the majority of the steps we take to place animals in good homes are steps that you can do to find your pet a new home.  

· As a responsible pet owner, your pet should be spayed or neutered and up to date on vaccines.

· Make up flyers with your pet’s picture and information.  Be sure to include: breed, age, spay/neuter status, vaccination status and other information about their personality.  BE HONEST – you must be fair to the new home and your pet.  Answer the basic questions – is your pet housebroken?  good with kids? good with dogs/cats?, etc.  

· Place the flyers at vet’s offices, pet stores and other places that have bulletin boards.  Also use social media – Facebook is a great way to spread the word.  

· Create a generic application for interested adopters to fill out – research forms that rescues use and model it after that.  

· DO NOT have people meet your pet until they have filled out an application.  Research them before you meet them!

· Go on the Wisconsin Circuit Court access on the internet and run the potential adopter and any adults living in the home through the system.  Look for domestic abuse, restraining orders, animal abuse – anything that raises a red flag.  

· Speak to their personal references – do they recommend them as a pet owner?  Has this person shown violent tendencies?  Has this person had several pets that they have rehomed?  

· If they have or have had pets, call their vet’s office and confirm that their pets have been kept up to date on vaccines, spayed/neutered and given appropriate vet care.  

· Once the potential adopter has passed the basic background checks, set up a time to meet them. If they have another pet, you will want to introduce your pet to it to make sure they will get along.  Think of your pet’s safety – and your own.  If you are going to meet a new person. always take someone with you or let someone know where you are going and what time you should be back.  

· Introduce dogs on neutral territory if possible.  Remember just like people – dogs are not going to like every dog they meet.  

· Research the best way to introduce dogs and cats to other animals and help the transition be as smooth as possible.  It is your responsibility to set your pet up to succeed - not to fail.  

· Do a home check of the person wishing to adopt.  Do they have a fenced in yard if your dog is a runner?  Is their home neat and clean?  Do they have more pets than their city ordinance allows?  

· Be realistic in your expectations – there are more dogs and cats than there are good homes.  Finding a GOOD home for your pet may take weeks or months.  You owe it to your pet to take the necessary time to make sure it finds the right new home.  
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